Westwood celebrated our 15™ anniversary
as a church on Easter 2010. We highlighted
our 15 Guiding Principles during services

leading up to that celebration day knowing
that they serve as a compass for the future
as well. We re-focused our purpose and ministry plans at Westwood
around three challenges: Renew your faith; Release your gifts; Reach
someone with the love of Jesus Christ. Over 1,200 people said YES’
to this challenge by writing their name on a tag which was placed on
the Vision Wall as a reminder of our desire to grow in Christ and serve
His purposes. This response is re-energizing to us as leaders as well as
to our whole church. Thanks for being a church that says ‘YES’ to the
things that matter most to God.

We also saw the partial completion of Phase 2. This critically-needed
facility will provide significantly more growth opportunity. One year
ago we wrestled over the question of even moving forward due to the
economic crisis. By faith we moved forward with a scaled-down ver-
sion of Phase 2 but not a scaled-down vision for ministry expansion.
We anticipate God working in this space and have planned a full slate
of new ministry initiatives utilizing the facility this fall.

Again, the economic crisis was the center of attention this past year.
Our nation continues to navigate around new realities. People in our
homes, companies, schools and churches are doing the same. It’s a new
day, a different day, and learning how to lead in these times is challeng-
ing but rewarding, In a true but strange way, crisis is a gift. It’s a gift
because it focuses our attention on what is most important in life. It
presses us to lean into God in creative and urgent ways. It makes us
rethink what we do and how we do it. It heightens our senses in every
way imaginable. This is good when we offer our lives and circumstanc-
es by faith to Jesus Christ. Two years ago we put a response team com-
prised of godly leaders from Westwood with housing, financial, and
vocational expertise to come alongside our Westwood families in need.
Dozens of families met this past year with members of this response
team secking godly counsel, personal encouragement and financial

(Right) students write verses & bless-
ings on the steel beams for the Phase 2
building. (Above) People enjoy the new
space at the Phase 2 Open House.
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assistance. We have always been generous to
the economically disadvantaged in Honduras,
Malawi, Asia and beyond, but it’s been good
and right to bring help and hope to our own
church family. We expect this response team
will continue to meet with families into this next ministry season.

Highlights of ministry from this past season are included in this report
along with summary statistics that serve as good indicators of the
health of our ministry—our strengths and growth areas. But know that
behind the numbers are countless stories of lives changed and trans-
formed by God’s grace and goodness, represented by a record number
of people baptized this past year. God is alive and He is present and
working in our midst in compelling and tangible ways.

It is the desire and commitment of Westwood’s leadership to honor
God by enjoying Him through reaching people with the love of
Jesus Christ. No matter what happens in the world around us, we will
serve the purposes of Jesus Christ with bold confidence.

As we completed 15 years of ministry this past year we welcome
God’s hand to lead us in the chapters still

ahead. It is a joy and privilege to serve Christ
Jesus through Westwood. Remember, we are

always. ..
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Small Groups were
enjoyed by more than 650
people who found connection,
support and opportunity to
grow together in their relation-
ships with Christ. Many

met in homes, while others
met in coffee shops or on
campus. The One Month

to Live message series this

fall brings another great
opportunity to enhance
learning through group
interaction.

MOPS (Mothers of
Preschoolers) provided
wonderful fellowship,
ministry and support to
130 women, including a
young mom who called in
to say that she couldn’t be there
because her child was having
emergency surgery. She was
prayed with by the coordina-
tor who took the call, then the

whole MOPS group. Women are
mentored in spiritual leadership
as they, many for the first time,
use their gifts in leading MOPS.

Success Through Scripture Pheasant Hunt, October 2009

Simply €Connected
was a great way for more than a
hundred people to connect with
others at Westwood for social
and spiritual growth.

Women'’s Bible
Studies saw more than 150
women in attendance; choosing
from a banquet of studies that
met women at various seasons
in their
spiritual
growth.
One
woman,
who had
come

to faith
through
last year’s
study,
saw her
children,
husband
and
brother-
in-law come to faith in Christ
throughout the year.

With Open Hands
small groups helped people to
know more about Westwood’s
values and vision, as well as
learn about places to serve.

Musical Theater Dis-
cipleship Anamazing 50
volunteers provide 200 children
a chance to build character while
playing characters in our musical
theater discipleship ministries
through sixth grade. JAM,
JELLYS and WATCH presented
four productions this year.

Women’s Dessert
expanded to three nights for the
first time in the history of this
wonderful outreach event. 1,200
attended and 35 indicated first-
time decisions for Christ. Ad-
ditional special events included
a Mini-Retreat, the fall Steppin’
Out event and Tour of Tables in
the Spring,




Westwood Preschool
celebrated it’s fifth anniversary
having served more than 650
children. More than 150 are
enrolled for this year. Spiritual
seeds are planted as the children
grow spiritually, intellectually,
socially and physically as they are
cared for by a loving staff. Fami-
lies are connecting with each
other and with Westwood.

Success Through
Scriptures a ministry for
outdoor enthusiasts who love to
fish, hunt, snowmobile, canoe,
or camp provided Canadian
fishing retreats, a pheasant hunt
and snowmobiling for men and
boys as an opportunity to de-
velop relationships and spiritual
growth. In 2010, STS opened its
ministry to include the first-ever
women’s fishing retreat, hosting
six women in the great Canadian
outdoors.

The Gommunity €are
Team, established to be first
responders at Westwood, con-
nected and coordinated those
in need with available resources
through Westwood volunteer
teams and through a partner-
ship with

Love INC a

unique or-

ganization

that links

churches

in eastern

Carver

County.

Sum-
mer of
Serving

Student wt - :
More than 1,000 people packed food for Haiti in December

ministries
provided
teenagers a chance to serve
others. Fifth and sixth graders
spent a week serving people in
Richfield, while Xchange served

at a thrift shop and En Route
teams served people in Chicago
and on the Standing Rock Native
American Reservation.

Children’s Ministry
More than 800 kids embarked

on a “High Seas Adventure,”
discovering God’s Amazing Love
at Vacation Bible School. The
voyage through God’s Word was

incredible. Other special events
included the annual Trunk n’
Treat Festival and two great fam-
ily movie nights.

Seasons of Spiritual

Growth were incorporated
throughout Westwood’s
growth ministries helping
people to identify where
they are spiritually and
which resources or opportu-
nities would be most helpful
to them. Many attended
several classes on the Holy
Spirit, while others were
blessed by the Vine and
Branches Retreat.

PACTING THE COMMUNITY




Couples explored dimensions of commitment and
communication and were encouraged to build upon
strengths to grow in intimacy as a couple during Iim=
timate Allies led by Pastor Dave Trautmann.
Engaged couples were encouraged to build a strong
foundation for a lasting marriage as they learned vital
communication skills and learned to manage finan-
cial resources as a couple during the Engaged
Couples workshop.

We were thrilled to have Dianne €otten join
our staff as the student ministry pastor to students in
grades 7-9. She brings a great heart and a wealth of
experience.

In September, a Westwood Bible study group desiring
to branch out and serve others was moved by stories
of soldiers and their families, developed the IMiilli=
tary Ministry. They provide care packages
filled with items for soldiers and help the families here
at home with the encouragement and support through
cards, prayers and household goods.

The Prayer Shawl Ministry knitted and
crocheted shawls which Westwood distributed to
people in need of a tangible reminder of God’s infi-
nite love for them.

Deeper connections were made and developed during
Couples Communi€ation where couples
discovered ways to create a collaborative marriage by
reducing tensions, resolving differences and making
mutually-satisfying decisions. Other events to encout-
age and inspire couples included: a date night oppor-
tunity to view the movie, “FireProof” (several small
groups developed to discuss topics portrayed in the
movie) and a Valentines event with Bob Stromberg,

For the first time at Westwood, 2« Gathering of
Hope service brought reflection, encouragement
and faith—all reminders of God’s compassionate love
to those suffering loss, transition or struggles during
the Christmas season.

Releasing God'’s Power through
Prayer, 2 fun and lively workshop hosted by Betsy
Lee of Prayer Ventures helped attenders learn new
insights and practical tools to pray for themselves and
others as well as how prayer can release God’s power
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2010 Operating Expenses ($3,763,730)
and Capital Expenses ($61,932)

Requested capital

expenses and
Operations ministry development
s35,505 61952

|

Personnel
and Benefits
$2,640,309

$337,731

2011 Operating Budget ($3,781,425)
and Capital Budget ($34,582)

Requested capital
expenses $34,582

Operations
$373,908

Outreach

Personnel
and Benefits
$2,665,578

Worship Attendance 2003-2010
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