
 

 
 
 
 
 

Spring ‘08  

Upcoming 
Wheeler 
events: 

 
June7th 

Open House at 
Jimmy’s CRC 

 
July 26th 

Drag Racing at 
Grove Creek 

 
Aug. 22rd 

Cruze to Jimmy’s 
 

Sept. 6th 
Westwood Wheeler 

Car Show 
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It seems every car we 
come across has a story to 
go with it. In fact many 
times the story behind the 
car is as interesting as the 
car itself. We want to take 
space each issue to 
highlight a car and tell its 
story. The first article is 
about Blair Bury and his 
’69 Camaro. 

I’ve always been a ’69 
Camaro fanatic. That’s why 
this 85M mile, Big Block, 4-
speed, numbers matching, 
Protect-O-Plate, SS/RS 
Camaro caught my eye. In 
March 1995, I located the 
car in Coon Rapids through 
the Sunday paper. I was 
originally looking for  
(Continued pg 3) 
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�The Westwood Wheelers 
have partnered with New 
Beginnings in Chaska to 
provide automotive 
support to students 
enrolled in the program. 
New Beginnings is a full-
time academic program 
for pregnant and parenting 
teens, ages 12 to 19 that 
leads to a high school 
diploma.   
 
(Continued pg 3) 
 

 

Watch for our web site.  
Coming soon!  

 
For more information 

on the Wheelers or 
upcoming events 
contact Jim Theis at 

jim.theis@westwoodcc.org 
952 224 7300�
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Wheelers Ted Larson and Jim Theis with Sue Schmidt and New 
Beginnings students in front of donated van  
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The Westwood Wheelers Proudly 
Introduce: Tony Theis, of Theis 
Repair and Custom Cars. 
 
Tony Theis has been a mechanic 
pretty much all of his life, and boy 
does he love cars.  One of 12 kids, 
mechanics came easily to Tony.  He 
was raised on a farm, where doing 
mechanics was “just how you got 
things done.”  With a beautiful wife 
of over 20 years’ and 6 kids, three 
dogs and a cat, he’s been blessed 
with all this life can offer. 
 
Tony’s been the owner and operator 
of Theis Repair, which many of you 
may remember from the corner of 
Highway 41 and 169 in Shakopee, 
since 1979.  Currently, he still owns 
a retail mechanics shop in Belle 
Plaine.  However, his real job is his 
custom shop in Carver.  At his shop, 
Tony takes a different approach 
than most custom builders.  His 
belief is that, if a man is going to 
own a custom hot-rod or classic 
piece of automotive magic, he 
should really know what goes into 
bringing it together to the finished 
product.  Tony likes to take an 
owner step-by-step through the 

When a custom hot-rod, 
classic car, or race- car comes 
out of Tony’s shop, the owner 
not only gets to say “this is 
my baby…” but he can also 
say “… and I built her 
myself!”  

build process, allowing to owner 
to make decisions and have 
“hands-on” input at every step of 
the way.  The owner can work 
right along-side Tony, learning 
as he goes, how to build and 
create a beautiful and well 
running hot-rod – an experience 
of a life-time. When a custom 
hot-rod, classic car, or race-car 
comes out of Tony’s shop, the 
owner not only gets to say “this 
is my baby…” but he can also 
say “… and I built her myself!”, 
even if he doesn’t have the first 
clue about mechanics or auto-
body work. 
 
Tony will be a regular contributor 
to our Westwood Wheelers 
newsletter in his article 
“TechTips”, so keep watching for 
exciting and useful bits of 
wisdom. 
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a clean bodied Big Block 
car that would make a 
good driver and an 
occasional pass down the 
drag strip.  
 
The deal was made and I 
became the fourth owner. 
This Camaro was 
purchased new from Ned 
Gates Chevrolet in Benton 
Harbor, Michigan on 
September 2, 1969. The 
original owner sold it in 
the fall of 1994. The 
person that I bought it 
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Dynomax mufflers. This 
Camaro is a fun driver 
with the original 12 bolt 
3:23 posi rear end. 
 
This project took 5 ½ 
months to substantially 
complete. Like most 
collector cars it may never 
be 100% finished. 
 
By Blair Bury   
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from had rescued it from 
being a Pro-Street project. 
However, a first home 
became the priority over 
his restoration project. 
 
Every part has been off 
this car except under dash 
wiring and the wiper 
motor. Two new rear 
quarter panels with inner 
fenders were installed. 
The sub-frame and 
driveline were sand 
blasted and painted. 
Polyurethane bushings 

and mounts were used. 
The Muncie 4 speed and 
manual steering gear box 
were rebuilt. The car was 
painted in the original 
Dusk Blue with the white 
stripe scheme. Minor 
modifications include a 
Jensen sound system and 
a mild motor exchange. 
(Original 396-325HP is 
Stored for safe keeping, 
someday to return to this 
body) the exhaust is run 
through original manifolds 
to 2 ½ inch dual pipes with 

 

 

 

For a young mother 
having transportation is a 
necessity; however 
maintenance can be a 
challenge. So the 
Westwood Wheelers 
kicked off the partnership 
with an “Oil Change 
Saturday”. Wheeler 
volunteers performed a 
safety inspection on each 
vehicle and changed oil 
and filters. For the 
students this was an 
opportunity to stand side 
by side with a Wheeler, 
ask questions and learn 
simple auto maintenance 

and car care without 
having to get dirty. It was 
a fun experience for all! 
 
While having a driver’s 
license is a necessary 
freedom for these ladies 
many don’t have the 
opportunity to “practice” 
drive a car once they get 
their permit. It was with 
this in mind the Wheelers 
donated a Ford Windstar 
minivan to New 
Beginnings.  
 
After a recent move to 
Minnesota, Wheeler Ted 

Larson found himself with 
an extra vehicle, the older 
but still reliable and trusty 
minivan shown on page1. 
It seemed a perfect match 
for the New Beginnings 
program. So with Ted’s 
generosity and Wheeler 
elbow grease to shine and 
spiff up the van it was 
presented to New 
Beginnings. We wish them 
many miles of happy 
motoring. 

 
If you have an interesting car 

story or antidote please forward 
to 

jim.theis@westwoodcc.org 
952 224 7378 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Westwood Community Church  
3121 Westwood Drive 
Excelsior, MN 55331 
952.224.7300 

 

 


