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The economic crisis was the center of at- A “ “

tention around the world this past year. In

a true, but strange way, crisis is a gift. It’s a
gift because it captures our attention around
what is most important in life. It presses us

to lean into God in creative and urgent ways. It makes us rethink
what we do. It heightens our senses in about every way imanage-
able. This is good when we offer our lives and circumstances by

faith to Jesus Christ.

One of the most significant impacts of the economic crisis on our
ministry was the redirection of Phase 2. The Westwood Leadership
Board spent intensive time in prayer, study and interviews seek-

ing God’s direction. At times it was hard, painful, confusing, and
frustrating. At other times it was energizing, exciting, healing, and
renewing in terms of clarifying our purpose as Christ’s church. We
rejoice in every season God gives, knowing He is present and longs
for us to trust Him. We move forward with a scaled down version of
Phase 2 but not a scaled down version of ministry expansion. Grate-
ful thanks to the Building Team for their diligent and faithful work.

You’ll find highlights of ministry from this past season included in
this report. You’ll also find summary statistics that serve as good
indicators of the health of our ministry —our strengths and growth
areas. But know that behind the numbers are countless stories of
lives changed and transformed by God’s grace and goodness.

Last year we brought in an outside consultant that gave us the clear-
est picture of who Westwood is since moving into this facility over
six years ago. The consultants made it clear that we have unusual
unity and desire to know and serve Christ in this community and
around the world. They commended us to be bold as we serve Christ
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Phase 2 Ground-
breaking, June 21

and make plans for future ministry.

It is the desire and commitment of West-
wood’s leadership to honor God by enjoy-
ing Him through reaching people with the
love of Jesus Christ. No matter what happens in the world around
us, we will serve confidently with Christ within us. We celebrate 15
years of ministry this year and welcome God’s hand to lead us in the
chapter still ahead.

You will hear these three words often in the next ministry season:
Reach the “somebody’s of God’s “everybody” that He purposes us
to reach personally and collectively with the love of Jesus Christ;
Renew our hearts and minds to know the will of God; and Release
the Body of Christ to serve the will of God.

It is a joy and privilege to serve Christ Jesus through Westwood,
Serving Him Together,
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stories from a
ministry season
inside...




€hildren’s Ministry
More than 1,200 children (birth-
grade 4) participated in Chil-
dren’s Ministries programming
cach week. Lots of learning,
growing and FUN! Grades K-4
created giant American

flags graced with prayers

and notes of encourage-

ment to Westwood family
members serving in the

Armed Forces. Crayons

and markers were collected

for a special Backpack giv-

ing project through Love,

Inc., which benefits local
people in need

Desks for Malawi
Westwood Children’s

and Student Ministries
partnered with World
Relief to raise money for
much-needed desks for schools
in Malawi, Africa—3$5,619 was
raised; enough for 112 desks!

Holiday Family
Evemnts The third annual
Trunk & Treat family event was
a blast, with many of the 400
kids, moms and dads inviting
friends, neighbors and family!

Elizabeth Hunnicutt led worship for the two off-site Easter services
held at the Chaska High school, allowing our attendance to grow a
thousand people to just under 6,000!

Our Advent Workshop was a

meaningful time as families pre-

pared their hearts for Jesus.

WIS Vacation Bible School
took us to “Crocodile Dock—
Where Featless Kids Shine for
Jesus!” The Dock was rockin’
as 750 kids and 415 volunteers
gathered to learn, worship and
pray!
Fishing
For Life,
which
benefits
inner-city
ministries
such as
Teen
Challenge,
received
almost
$4,000
raised by
VBS kids
through
lemonade
stands, bake sales and other
creative ideas the kids came up
with all by themselves. With 90

kids accepting Christ, some of
whom went on to be baptized, it
was a VBS to remembert!

Special Families
Special Families Respite Nights
welcomed new and old friends
at two separate opportunities
for parents to spend a special
night out while their children
with special needs and their
siblings enjoyed games, crafts,
snacks and movies. No one
wanted it to end! Our Guardian
Angels Ministry served seven
families this year, with a total of
18 care-givers. Kids were loved
and cared for, allowing parents
to worship in the service.

Presehool Our preschool
had it’s highest attendance ever

and parents were so appreciative
of the faith-based program that
included prayers for the children
and a lot of personal attention.




Small Groups 63 small
groups met in homes or coffee
shops or on campus. 30 new
leaders were trained to support
the demand for new groups. We
piloted six “Simply Connected”
small groups (48 people) as an
assimilation strategy for young
married couples. Using an online
survey, these relational small
groups were organized around
similar interests. 48 people par-
ticipated in these monthly dinner
gatherings. More than 80 adults
met in “Small Groups in the
ROUND?” Sunday evenings for
connection and spititual growth.

Women’s Bible
Study At three different
time options, more than 170
women participated in the fall
session and 120 in the winter.
With many varied offerings,
including Beth Moore studies,
women were excited to have live
teaching on Tuesday mornings

by a Westwood member. Women
expressed that being part of
Bible study has been a great
support and has inspired them to
grow in their knowledge of Jesus
and apply His truth to their lives.

MOPS
Mothers of
Preschool-
ers (MOPS)
ran two day
and one
evening
programs.
Over 150
women
attended,
many not
from West-
wood. Two
moms who
accepted
Christ in the 2008 session are
now serving in leadership! Some
moms participated in a six-week
Bible study launched after a ses-

sion on anger. MOPS hosted the
national leadership summit si-
mulcast by MOPS International.

Women'’s Retreat A
Women’s “Mini-Retreat” was
held on a Friday evening. 150
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First-ever Feed My Starving Children food packing event at West-
wood in November, 2008. 700 people packed 150,000 meals!

women participated. This fun,
inexpensive event, fostered

connection opportunities that
provided for spiritual growth.

The evening included music, a
speaker and a buffet dinner in
the Worship Center before time
for crafts and games downstairs.

Women'’s Special
Events offered three dif-
ferent connection events
this year as well as the new
“Tour of Tables” which
brought over 100 women!
At each event, women com-
mented on how good it felt
to be together and develop
relationships. The Women’s
Holiday Dessert continues
to be the largest event with
many men and women serv-
ing and over 950 women
attending this two-night
event! The goal of giving
women an opportunity to
accept Jesus was met with
19 women accepting Christ!

PACTING THE COMMUNITY




“Safe Journey.” Job Transition, a faith-based group
covering a range of topics designed to build relation-
ships and business contacts through sharing, listen-
ing and supporting each other, began last Fall. Life
Coaches, a Christ-centered mentoring program for
children in single-parent homes to assist on their walk
with God, added seven new mentors. The Prayer
Shawl ministry knitted and crocheted dozens of
prayer shawls which Westwood distributed to people
in need of a tangible reminder of God’s infinite love
for them. Our Prayer Team ministry prayed with
Westwood members after each Sunday service and
prayed over 50 prayers a week to those requesting
prayer. Hundreds of meals were delivered through the
Meals Ministry team to those dealing with illness,
hospitalization and other circumstances where an
expression of God’s love and a hot meal are needed.
The Funeral Hospitality Team responded to fami-
lies experiencing the loss of a loved one by preparing
and serving meals after the services for our Westwood
families. The Wedding Hospitality Team helped
couples getting married by coordinating their event
and the use of our facilities.

Memn’s Minmistry Men reaching men for Christ
is the aim of this ministry and this year we succeeded
in bringing many men together in and through Christ
by hosting events such as the Men’s Breakfast that
featured live music and an inspirational challenge from
Paul Olson. The Men’s Retreat hosted 75 men at
Madden’s for golfing and coaching from the author

of The Spirit-Led Leader, Tim Geoffrion. Men were
also provided fellowship and fun during a Pheasant
Hunt and other events such as bowling and golfing.
Success Through Scriptures was launched, sending
father/son teams to Canada for fishing and bond-

ing. Men also explored themes of betrayal, loyalty,
humility, pride, and power to live and to love like Jesus
through two Men’s Bible Studies. Lastly, the Sum-
mit Leadership for Men held in Montana provided
the challenge and adventure of leadership as a follower
of Christ.

Marriage Ministry

Couples were resourced to grow in love with one
another and Christ through several avenues including
The Marriage Course, the Engaged Couples Work-
shop, the Couple’s Dessert, and one-on-one pre-mari-
tal and marital counseling;
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2009 Operating Expenses and
Capital Expenses: $3,710,298

Requested capital
expenses and
Operations ministry development

$384,600 S0

Outreach

Personnel
and Benefits
$2,540,932

2010 Operating Budget and
Capital Budget: $3,949,531

Requested capital
expenses and
ministry development
$125,000

Operations

$426,379

Outreach
$468,046
Personnel
and Benefits
Ministry $2,573,521
Areas
$356,585
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